CRIMINAL REFERRAL

DATE: May 29, 2026

FROM:
Patrick |. Colbeck
Former Michigan State Senator, 7th District

Citizen Advocate for Election Integrity

TO:

Dan Bishop

United States Attorney, Middle District of North Carolina
Justice Department Election-Investigation Leadership
101 South Edgeworth Street

Greenshoro, NC 27401

PRIMARY FEDERAL REFERRAL

AND TO:

United States Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

SECONDARY FEDERAL CIVIL-RIGHTS REFERRAL

AND TO:
Michigan Legislature
Government Oversight and Election Oversight Leadership

Lansing, Michigan

SECONDARY LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL

RE: Criminal Referral — Jonathan Brater, Director, Michigan Bureau of Elections

Potential Violations:

e Perjury — MCL 750.422



e False Statements in Official Proceedings
e Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law — 18 U.S.C. § 242
e Conspiracy Against Rights — 18 US.C. § 241

e Abuse of Official Capacity / Misconduct in Office

I. IDENTITY OF SUBJECT

Jonathan Brater

Director, Michigan Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

430 W. Allegan St.

Lansing, MI 48918

I1. BASIS FOR REFERRAL

I, Patrick J. Colbeck, former Michigan State Senator and long-standing election integrity advocate, submit
this criminal referral requesting immediate investigation of Jonathan Brater, Director of the Michigan
Bureau of Elections, for materially contradictory sworn testimony across multiple official proceedings,
and for the Bureau's systematic use of unlawful, non-APA-compliant directives to threaten, intimidate,

and facilitate the prosecution of Michigan citizens, clerks, and attorneys.

This referral is supported by sworn transcripts prepared by Hanson Renaissance Court Reporters (313-
567-8100; hansonreporting.com), synthesized in the evidentiary document The Brater Contradiction:

Authority, Security, and Contradiction, and corroborated by judicial findings referenced herein.

I11. FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. Perjury and False Swearing — MCL 750.422

Michigan law prohibits willfully making a false statement in a sworn proceeding. The following material
contradictions between Director Brater's 2023 Grand Jury testimony and his 2025 Hillsdale County trial

admissions support a probable cause determination that false sworn statements were made in one or

both proceedings:
ISSUE 2023 GRAND JURY (SWORN) 2025 HILLSDALE TRIAL (SWORN)
"FORCE OF BUREAU "'i""Mén'd'é'tdry; legally binding on all clerks  Bypassed APA; lack force oflaw

DIRECTIVES |

1



LEGAL FOUNDATION Grounded in statute, case law, tradition ~ Relies on outdated 1964 case no longer controlling
authority

CRIMINAL THREAT Legally rigorous and sound AG review merely discretionary, not routine

LETTERS

CLERK SUBORDINATION Clerks must unconditionally follow Clerks have independent statutory authority in

Bureau instructions tension with Bureau directives

TECHNICAL EXPERTISE Bureau technically rigorous Admitted lack of knowledge on EPB flash drive data

retention

At least one of these sworn accounts is materially false. Investigators are requested to determine which

statements were made with knowledge of their falsity.

B. Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law — 18 U.S.C. § 242

Director Brater, acting under color of his official authority, caused criminal threat letters to be issued to
Michigan clerks and contributed to prosecutorial referrals against citizens — all premised on the false
assertion that Bureau directives carried the force of law. Because those directives were never subjected to

APA rule-making, they were legally incapable of forming the predicate for criminal liability.
The following individuals suffered documented harm as a direct result:

¢ Stephanie Scott: Stripped of her elected duties by the Bureau; charged with four felonies and one
misdemeanor. Felony charges dismissed April 2026 after a judge found the lower court committed
"an error of law." One misdemeanor remains pending — a charge premised on violation of a

directive Brater has now admitted was not a lawful order.

e Attorneys supporting election fraud investigations: Attorneys who represented clerks, election-
integrity advocates, and citizens seeking independent review of election equipment have faced
criminal charges, arrests, professional retaliation, and reputational harm in a legal environment

shaped by Bureau directives Brater later admitted lacked the force of law.

¢ Sidney Powell: Subject of sustained professional, legal, and bar disciplinary proceedings connected
to her post-2020 election integrity advocacy in Michigan and other states — advocacy conducted in

the same legal environment of official intimidation that Brater's Bureau helped create.

The harm to these individuals' First Amendment rights (to investigate and report on government
conduct), Fourth Amendment rights (against unreasonable governmental interference), and Fourteenth
Amendment due process rights is well-documented and directly traceable to the exercise of authority that

Brater has since admitted was legally unsupported.



C. Conspiracy Against Rights — 18 U.S.C. § 241

The pattern of conduct described herein — including coordinated use of non-APA-compliant directives,
criminal referrals, and prosecutorial resources against a defined class of election integrity advocates —
warrants investigation under the federal conspiracy against rights statute. The question of whether there
was coordinated effort between Bureau of Elections officials, the Attorney General's office, and other state

actors to suppress constitutionally protected election oversight activity must be examined.

D. Misconduct in Office / Abuse of Official Capacity

Director Brater appeared before a Grand Jury and provided sworn testimony that overstated his legal
authority, the legal foundation of his directives, and the rigor of criminal review processes. That testimony
was then used — directly or indirectly — to support prosecutions against citizens and attorneys. His
scheduled testimony tomorrow in bar proceedings against Sidney Powell represents a continuation of this
pattern of using official credibility, now demonstrably compromised, to suppress election integrity

advocacy.

IV. JUDICIAL CORROBORATION

The factual basis of this referral is corroborated by independent judicial findings:

e In April 2026, Hillsdale County Circuit Court Judge Sara Lisznyai dismissed felony charges against
Stephanie Scott and Stefanie Lambert, ruling the lower court had committed "an error of law" and

"abused its discretion" in binding the defendants over for trial.

e InJuly 2025, during the Hillsdale County preliminary examination, Director Brater was cross-
examined by defense attorney Kurt Olsen and was forced to admit, under oath, that his Bureau

directives did not comply with the Administrative Procedures Act and lacked the force of law.

e Courts have acknowledged the legal tension between Bureau authority and the independent

statutory authority of township clerks — directly contradicting Brater’s 2023 Grand Jury testimony.

V. RELEVANCE TO JONATHAN BRATER'S TESTIMONY AGAINST SIDNEY POWELL

Director Brater is scheduled to testify today against attorney Sidney Powell in disciplinary proceedings.

The undersigned respectfully submits that:

1. A witness who has provided materially contradictory sworn testimony across official proceedings

carries a fundamentally compromised evidentiary foundation;



a,

4.

Director Brater's official conduct directly contributed to the environment of governmental
intimidation in which attorney Powell and other election-integrity advocates operated following the

2020 election;

His testimony against Powell appears designed, at least in part, to redirect scrutiny away from his
own role in suppressing lawful investigation and in advancing directives he later admitted lacked

the force of law;

Any reviewing authority evaluating Director Brater's testimony against Sidney Powell should

consider this documented record before affording that testimony substantial weight.

VL. REQUESTED ACTIONS

The undersigned respectfully requests:

4.

Dan Bishop open or direct the primary federal election-integrity review of Director Brater's
contradictory sworn testimony across the 2023 Grand Jury and 2025 Hillsdale trial proceedings,

and of any prosecutorial reliance on directives that lacked the force of law;

The U.S. DOJ Civil Rights Division investigate potential violations of 18 U.S.C. § 242 and § 241
arising from the Bureau's issuance of criminal threats lacking lawful APA authority against

identifiable Michigan citizens and their attorneys;

The Michigan Legislature's Government Oversight Committee subpoena all Bureau of Elections
directives, criminal referral letters, and internal communications related to the 2021 tabulator

access mandates;

Appropriate reviewing authorities examine whether any pending charge premised on a purportedly
lawful order remains valid where the underlying directive was not promulgated through APA

rulemaking,

VII. DECLARATION

[ submit this referral in good faith, grounded in sworn official transcripts, judicial rulings, and publicly

documented prosecutorial records. [ submit it in my capacity as a citizen of the State of Michigan, a former

elected representative of its people, and as someone who has personally witnessed and documented the

culture of official intimidation that Director Brater's Bureau has fostered against those who seek to

independently verify the integrity of Michigan elections.

Respectfully submitted,



T

Patrick J. Colbeck

Former Michigan State Senator, 7th District

Aerospace Engineer | Microsoft Certified Small Business Specialist

Citizen Advocate for Election Integrity

PH: (734)262-9721

Attachments:

e The Brater Contradiction: Authority, Security, and Contradiction (Hanson Renaissance Court

Reporters transcript synthesis)

e Hillsdale County Circuit Court Order — April 2026 (Scott/Lambert felony dismissal)
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